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Many dogs also had demodectic or sarcoptic mange, but in con-
trast to the previous study, no fleas were found on the dogs from
the desert region, and only occasional ones from the other areas.
Bleeding disorders have been reported by overseas workers in
dogs infected with 
 
A platys
 
. The authors concluded that more
work is needed to assess the significance of thrombocytopenia in
these dogs, as this may be an important issue if large scale desexing
programs are introduced in remote communities.
 
Tachycardia-induced cardiomyopathy in a young Boxer dog with
supraventricular tachycardia due to an accessory pathway
 
Supraventricular tachycardia is usually a complication of cardiac
disease. This report describes a case of supraventricular tachycardia
as the result of an accessory pathway connecting the right atrium
to the right ventricle in a 1-year-old Boxer dog with an otherwise
healthy heart. The dog presented in poor physical condition, panting
and restless, with a heart rate of 300 beats per minute. Narrow QRS
complexes with electrical alternans were present on ECG, sug-
gesting a diagnosis of orthodromic atrioventricular reciprocating
tachycardia (OAVRT). This diagnosis was further supported by
the dog’s age and control of its clinical signs by procainamide.
The tachyarrhythmia was treated by radiofrequency catheter abla-
tion of the accessory pathway and the dog made a full recovery.
There has been no recurrence of signs 9.5 years later. This is the
third report of OAVRT in a Boxer. Predisposition of the breed is
suspected, and the condition could easily be misdiagnosed as
Boxer-dog cardiomyopathy.
 
MRI findings of haematomyelia in a dog with spontaneous systemic
haemorrhage
 
Magnetic resonance imaging was used to assess spinal cord lesions
in a 7-year-old dog with right pelvic limb paresis that progressed to
tetraplegia with loss of deep pain sensation and urinary incontin-
ence. MRI demonstrated details of lesions between C2 and L5
that were not evident in studies with contrast medium. Necropsy
examination indicated that the lesions were the result of haemorrhages
and necrosis, with differences in intensity along the cord reflect-
ing time lags in the occurrence of bleeding, and indicating that
bleeding progressed cranially with time. This was consistent with
the progression of clinical signs. Regions of the cord without
abnormal MRI signals were histologically normal. Recent access
to MRI in the veterinary field has allowed detailed evaluation
of spinal cord lesions that were previously difficult to diagnose.
 
Equine
 
Serum and plasma cardiac troponin I concentrations in clinically
normal Thoroughbreds in training in Australia
 
In people, serum and plasma cardiac troponin levels rise within
12 hours of myocardial damage. Cardiac troponin I has also been
shown to be present in equine myocardial tissue. In this study blood
was collected from healthy Thoroughbred horses in race training
and analysed for cardiac troponin I at a standard Australian com-
mercial laboratory, using a two site sandwich immunoassay. The
concentration of cardiac troponin in these horses was < 0.15 ug/L,
below the limit of detection of the assay. The assay was validated
using equine skeletal muscle and myocardial tissue. Elevations in
plasma or serum cardiac troponin above 0.15 ug/L may be useful
in detecting active myocardial damage in the horse.
 
Dr A Jackson
Scientific Editor
Dr M Revington
Clinical Editor
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Val  DRS Banks and Cop man
 
The two papers on echinococcosis in this issue describe part of
the work of Dr David Banks during his PhD at James Cook
University from 1981 to 1984, under he supervision of Associate
P fessor Bruce Copeman. Both men died rec ntly, David in a
plane crash at Lockhart River in 2005 and Bruce from multiple
myeloma in 2006. David’s early death led Bruce to finalise and
submit their draft manuscripts for publication. Their work
together during David’s PhD along with the work of Dr Chris
Baldock was instrumental in determining the epidemiology of
echinococcosis in cattle in Australia. Researchers in this field
have known of their work and have referred to it in their
publications (see Jenkins et al. 2005, International Journal of
Parasitology, volume 35, pages 1205–1219). David and Bruce
were prevented from publishing these papers earlier due to the
enormous workloads in their careers, which they appeared to
accept with good humour. They were talented individuals whose
skills and expertise were always in demand. David became the
principal scientist of Biosecurity Australia and devoted much of
his life to eradicating and preventing the spread of important
animal diseases. Bruce was one of the key teaching and research
parasitologists in the tropics for over 30 years. He supervised 52
postgraduate students including David, many of whom became
senior scientists within their respective countries.
Both David and Bruce were blessed with immense enthusiasm for
their work, a quality they imparted to others. They were kind,
considerate and thoughtful, the very best sort of people to be
around. Between them they achieved a great deal and have been
honoured with a number of awards such as the Kesteven Medal
and the Order of Australia. Both men are already commemorated
by their peers in two public lectures; the David Banks Memorial
Lecture sponsored by the Australian Biosecurity Cooperative
Research Centre, which is given each year in memory of David’s
contribution to the control of emerging infectious diseases, and
the annual Bruce Copeman Oration sponsored by the Australasian
College of Tropical Medicine (ACTM). The latter helps illustrate
the breadth of Bruce’s interests and enthusiasm. Bruce was one of
a small group of 10 that founded the ACTM in Townsville in
1991. The fact that these two papers are now published also
illustrates Bruce’s amazing approach to life and death. When he
realised that the myeloma would win in the end, Bruce retired
from the School of Veterinary and Biomedical Science, but used
the ‘free’ time to come in to work almost on a daily basis to finalise
a lifetime of doctoral student publications. Bruce’s last years have
been some of his most productive, submitting 21 manuscripts
for publication. Both scientists will be sadly missed.
 
Dr Lee Skerratt
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